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PREFACE 


TO THE 


THIRD EDITION. 


To die former Editions of this Book, a general explanation of 
the motives which induced the Society to undertake a work of 
so much importance, has been prefixed; and, from the success 
which has attended it, by the great accession of members (there 
being no less than one hundred new subscribers in the last year 
only) it is presumed, diat it has merited general approbation. 
And there is reason to believe, that the increase would have been 
more extensive, but for die misconception of many who under¬ 
stood diat die Conductors of the odier Register Book had forsaken 
their new principles, and returned to their original system, from 
seeing dieir old characters, A, E, I, O, U, restored in the place 
of their newly-adopted marks, M, G, L, Z. 
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PREFACE. 


It will be found however, on inspection, that die new plan 
is still adhered to, namely, that of giving characters to ships 
according to their ages, and the places where built, without a due 
regard to the manner in which tiiey were originally built, die 
repairs they have received, and their actual state and condition. 

Those Merchants and Under-writers who make use of this 
Book, may be assured, that in the present, as well as the former 
Edidons, the ages of the ships are ascertained from authentic 
documents, and not by estimation; it being evident that die 
latter mode may be liable to error, and capable of abuse. 

Particular attendon has been taken, that the state and condi¬ 
tion of the hulls and materials of ships should be ascertained by 
careful surveys, and the characters marked by men of the first 
professional skill and unquestionable integrity. 
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EXPLANATION. 


The Society for conducting the Publication of the New Register- 
Book of Shipping think it necessary to give a general Explanation of 
their Plan, as well as to state the Motives which induce them to 
undertake a Work of so much importance. 

It is well known that a Book has, fora long series of y«*rs, been 
annually printed under the direction of a Committee of a Society, 
formed of Subscribers, for the information of Under-writers j which 
Book, after a variety of alterations, was at length arranged in a 
manner that gave general satisfaction ; and, having continued above 
twenty-four years to be the record of the age, burthen, built, qua¬ 
lity, and condition, of vessels and their materials, marked according 
to the opinion of skilful and diligent Surveyors, (employed by the 
Society in all the principal ports of the kingdom,) had become a 
Book of Authority , and, in a great degree, governed the Merchant, 
the Ship-owner, and Under-writer, in their opinions of the quality 
of Ships for the purpose of freighting goods or insuring, and conse¬ 
quently, in a great measure, regulated their value. 

In the preceding year, the Committee of the Society, without 
consulting the Subscribers at large, made au entire change in this 
system, so long established and so universally approved, and substi¬ 
tuted in its place a plan founded on a principle diametrically opposite 
and perfectly erroneous. 

Instead of classing the Ships which they gave an account of ac¬ 
cording to the actual state and condition ascertained by a careful sur¬ 
veyor, a new system was adopted of stamping the character of the 
Ship wholly by her age, and the place in which she was built, with¬ 
out any regard to the manner in which she was originally constructed, 
the wear or damage she might have sustained, or the repairs she 
might from time to time have received, or even being rebuilt j thereby 
at once obviating the necessity of surveying the hulls of vessels, 
lessening the inducement to build Ships upon principles of strength 
and durability, and taking away the encouragement to keep them in 
the best state of repair, that they might maintain their character in 
the Register-Book alluded to. 

It 






EXPLANATION. 


It is scarcely necessary to say more on the subject than merely to 
give the rules of this new Plan which they have adopted, and which 
are as follow: 

The letter M means the first class, Q the second class, and L die 
third class. The figures denote the number of year* the vessels built 
at the ports against which they are placed are to be continued in each 
class. 
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EXPLANATION. 
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Prize-ships, whose ages are not ascertained, to have no characters 
given them. 


No general reasons have been assigned for the new plan; and, as 
to the distinction of places, imagination is left to its free scope to 
ascertain what causes make some situations so inferior to others : 
for instance, why should ships built at Quebec stand in the first 
class two years longer than vessels built at Hull or the Northern 
ports of this kingdom, Wales, &c. ? and professional men are equally 
at a loss to conjecture w hy the Committee have thought proper to 
class the shipping of some ports in these kingdoms in degrees so 
much inferior to that of others ; not to say any thing respecting the 
relative situations in which ships in foreign ports are placed. 

On the first appearance of this new system, meetings were held 
by a numerous body of the ship-owners of this city, who came to 
resolutions, expressing, in the strongest manner, their disapprobation 

of 
















EXPLANATION. 

of the conduct of the Committee of die Society; and, amongst other 
resolutions* declared their opinion, that it was “ founded in error, 
“ and calculated to mislead the judgment of merchants and under- 
“ writers, and, if continued, would not only prove of the most 
4( injurious consequences to individual ship-owners, merchants, and 

under-writers, but to every branch of trade connected with re- 
4t pairing and refitting vessels j and, in a great measure, tend to 
“ destroy the shipping of the country/* 

Meetings were held, and similar resolutions formed, in the prin¬ 
cipal out-port* of the kingdom. 

The ship-owners of London appointed a Committee to represent 
to the authors of this new plan the injurious tendency of their system; 
but that Committee thought proper even to refuse them an interview. 
Under these circumstances, the ship-owners had no remedy but to 
raise subscriptions and make the necessary arrangements for publish¬ 
ing a book, founded upon principles so long established and so uni¬ 
versally approved ; and, to carry the same into execution, they have 
appointed surveyors with adequate salaries, in every port of tin? 
kingdom; and they now beg leave to submit the result of their 
labours to the candour of those interested in commerce, in shipping, 
and in the business of under-writing; and, far from wishing to 
make any mystery or secret of their modes of classing ships, they 
beg leave to state the rules they have adopted, and which are as 
follow; 


RULES 

ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE 

OJ THE 

NEW REGISTER-BOOK OF SHIPPING. 

First Class, marked A. 

River-built Ships, if built entirely of British Oak, well seasoned, 
squared, and w ell fastened, twelve years. 

Country built Ships, if built as above, ten years. 

Bermudian and American built Ships of the Southern Colonies of 
Live-Oak and Pitch-Pine, or Cedar, or White Oak, if well built and 
fastened as above, ten years. 

French-built Ships if built and fastened as above, ten years. 

Spanish, 








EXPLANATION. 


Spanish, Portuguese, Mediterranean, Dutch, and all Ships of the 
Northern nations, of Oak, eight years. 

British-built Ships, if built with a mixture of inferior foreign 
timber, eight years. 

Quebec and all the Northern states of America, of oak, eight 
years. 

Newfoundland, if built with Juniper and Spruce, seven years. 

Nova Scotia, &c. if built with Juniper and Spruce, seven years. 

Nova Scotia, or Newfoundland, if built with Black Birch and 
Fir, four years. 

Second Class, marked E. 

All Ships kept in perfect repair that appear on survey to have no 
defects, and are completely calculated to carry a dry cargo with 
safety. 

Third Class, marked I. 

Ships, which, from appearance of defect, or want of thorough 
and substantial repair, shall not appear upon survey perfectly safe 
to carry dry goods, though such vessels are deemed sea-worthy as far 
as regards the carrying goods not liable to sea-damage. 

Fourth Class, marked O. 

Vessels out of repair, and not deemed safe and sea-worthy for a 
foreign voyage. 


1 2 — Ships Materials. 

If well found, marked 1; 

If indifferently found, marked 2; 
After the letter of the Ship’s character. 


After thus avowing the principles upon which they have proceeded 
in the execution of this work, and the motives which compelled them 
to undertake it, they hope those, for whose information it is designed, 
will make due allowances for the defects that might appear on its 
first publication ; as it must be obvious, that the collecting materials 
for such a work is attended with no inconsiderable degree of labour; 
and that, in spite of the utmost attention, there will be many omissions. 

The 




EXPLANATION. 


The Committee have used their utmost endeavours to collect the 
names of as many ships as possible from the registers at the different 
ports} and, where they have not had an opportunity of surveying 
them on account of their absence, have inserted their names, bur¬ 
then, built. See. by which description alone die Merchant, Ship¬ 
owner, nnd Under-writer, will at least have as much information as 
is given in the Register-Book complained of. 

It will be seen, that, considering die short time the Society has 
been established, a very considerable number has been surveyed} 
and those ships, which have not yet, will be soon inspected and 
marked as they arrive in port. 

At the same time, they request, diat those, whose vessels happen 
to have escaped die nodee of the surveyors, will send information to 
the Office } or, in case any error should appear in the survey, it is 
requested, that those interested will represent the same to the Com¬ 
mittee, when a new survey will be immediately ordered} and, in 
the event of a difference of opinion, such measures will be adopted 
by them as are most consistent with impardality to the individual and 
justice to the public. 

They Hatter themselves this Book will be in a constant state of 
improvement, being truly sensible of its great importance} and 
no exertions on their part shall be wanting to make it as perfect a« 
possible. 


April 2, 1799. 




ABBREVIATIONS. 


In the First Column. 

Bg - Brig I Dr- - Dogger K - - Ketch I Sk - Smack St - - Schoot 

Bque Barque G - - Galliot Lr - - Lugger Sp - Sloop Sw - Snow 

Cr - Cutter | H - - Hoy S - - Ship | Sr - Schooner Yt - - Yacht 

s~sheathed, d-doubled. s&d—sheathed and doubled. s.C—sheathed with Copper. 
s.C.I.B.—sheathed with Copper and Iron Bolts. s.W.&C.~sheathed with Copper 
over Boards. C.rp.—Copper repaired. C.lm.—Coppered to light Water-Mark. 
Ch.—Chinam’d. 

> In the Third Column. 

3 Ds—Three Decks— sd— Single Deck— sdb— Single Deck with Beams— dw— Deep 
Waist —sdw— Single Deck with Deep Waist. 

Those Vessels which have Nothing under their Tonnage, have Two Decks. 


rb. - - rebuilt 


len. 
rsd - 
rp. - 
Drp. 
sw. 


- lengthened 

- raised 

- repaired. 

- Damages repaired 

- new Wales 


In the Fourth Column. 
Srprs - - Some Repairs 
grp. - - good Repair 
lrp. - - large Repair 
trp. - - - thorough Repair 
nd. - - - new Deck 
wd. - - Wales doubled 


NSds - new Sides 
nb. - - new Bottom 
nuw. - new UpperWorks 
NK1 - new Keel 
C1.&S1. Clincher&Slight. 
wc. - - Wales cased 


P. Prize—F.P. French Prize—S.P. Spanish Prize—D.P. Dutch Prize. 

A. under the Owner, denotes that the Vessel is American Property. ^ 

( The Seventh Column 

Contains the Feet of the Draught of Water when loaded.—Under the Draught of 
Water, lc for Low Counter— sk for Single Knees— nk No Knees. 


(\ 


In the Eighth Column 


fBe 

Eelfast ' 

Fa 

Falmouth >• 

Ly 

Lynn 

Br 

Bristol * 

Gr 
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Nc 
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Cork 
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London 
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Tn 

Tp 

Wa 

Wn 

Wo 

Wy 

Ya 


Teignmouth v' 
Topsham 
Waterford V 
Whitehaven v 
Workington _L- 
Whitby * 
Yarmouth ^ 


N. B. The Abbreviated Port is always the surveying Port. 

The C. underneath the Voyage stands for Constant Trader. 

The Guns of the common Construction are distinguished by a P. after the Num¬ 
ber and Weight of Metal.—Cartonades by a C.—and short Guns on the New 
Construction by NC. 

The Timber of which Vessels are built is maiked by the following Italic Letters: 


B. B. 

C. 
II. 


Black Birch 
Cedar 
Hazel 


J.&S. Juniper & Spruce 

L. O. Live t)ak 

M. Mahogany 


P. Pine 
P.P. Pitch Pine 
//!//. Witch Hazel 


The Figures from l to 12 under the Characters, denote the Month of the Survey 
in the Years 1300 and lsOl. 
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Majribnks: 1200 ( River '94j\Vedrbrn 


813|River ^Woolmor 
8 d! Williams 
8 /|r. Lewin 


Coast & Bay 

Bombay 

China 


90 j\V. Fraser China 


Wardlow 
C. Christie 


-6 

i 

i« 

■5 


819 Livrpl .98 Charnock 
9 l/|lchnr js6,S Bonham China 
Bengal 


1800 1 

StHel-Bngal Jan. 7 3 
and China I 

Coast & Bay- 2 I 


\Cumine 618 ,River 99 G. Gillet 

'lit 

G. Palmer 1021 , River 8 /;W Palmer Coast & Chi 


1800 I I 
May 2 / 4 : 

1 ■ 1799 * ! 

Britannia *T. Barrow! //O.India | 77 jCom. Ship;Coast Sc Bay April 24 t Q 


JHamlton 1200 ,River 92 'Mntgmry China 


6 ; 


1800 | 
May 27 1 


0 


1800 

Coast A Chi. Mar. 17 4 


. s - c ! i ! II 

Brunswick !J.L. Grant 1200 River 92 T.Xewte 

s.C.j I | | I 

Calcutta 'Maxwell 8 I 9 River 98 Charnock Coast Sc Bav 
s.CJ I I 

Caledonian S. Hawes ! (712 Grn'k 94 Charnock At home 

s.c, i 1 n 

Canton Lushngtn 193:River 90 Lushngtn Bmby&Chi 

. s,c ' | I I ! 

Carnatic J. Jackson;U<> 9 ‘River i87 Jacksn, SeiStHel.Benc 

$ C. I ! • l and China 


1S90 

Jan. 




i 1 


Vov, 










































LIST OF INDIA SHIPS. 


Ships. 

Commndcrs 

Tons. 

Where 

Built 

| When 

Managing 

Owners. 

Castle Eden 

Cuming 

818 

River 

99 

Webster 

s.C. 




Ceres 

s.C. 

Charlton 

s.C. 

Cirencester 

s.C. 

City of Lon- 

G. Stevens 

1200 

River 

96 

T. Ncwte 

Weladvce 

618 

River 

97 

Leighton 

Robertson 

1200 

River 

95 

R Preston 

A. Green 

820 

River 

99 

W. Curtis 

don s.C. 





Coutts 

s.C. 

Cuffnells 

s.C. 

Dorsetshire 

s.C. 

DoverCastle 

s.C. 

DukeofBuc 

R. Torin 

1200 

River 

96 

R. Preston 

CBCotton 

1200 

River 

96 

R. Preston 

Ramsden 

1200 

River 

99 

Williams 

PSampson 

820 

River 

97 

J. Atkins 

T. Wall 

1182 

River 

38 

WMoffatt 

cleugh s.C. 






—Montrose 
s.C. 

Earl Aberga 

P. Burt 

76 2 

River 

84 

W. Fraser 

Wrdswth 

1200 

River 

96 

W. Dent 

venny s.C 





—Cornwal¬ 
lis 

JTennent 

774 

River 


Urquliart 

—Howe 

s.C. 

—Morning 

Burrowes 

876 

River 

94 

Woolmor 

Simson 

211 

River 

99 

Co.’s Pckt 

ton s.C. 





—StVncent 
s.C. 

—Spencer 
s.C. 

J. Samson 

818 

River 

99 

J. Larkins 

C. Rait 

645 

.River 

95 

J. Duncan 

—•Talbot 

s.C. 

Exeter 

s.C. 

FortWiliain 

s.C. 

Ganges 

s.C. 

J Dempstr 

1200 River 

96 

WMoffatt 

HMeriton 

1200 River 

92 

.Lewin, Ju 

G. Simson 

"yS;River 

85: 

|R. Donald 

A. Gray 

120 ojRiver 

96 WMoffatt 

Georgia na 
s.C. 

Glatton 
‘ s*C. 

H. Leigh 

350jSthtn 

91 

Co'6 Packt 

Drumond 

1200 River 

QfrSrRNeavc 


Where Bound. 


Bngl&Bmby 

Coast&Chi. 

Coasts Bay 

Bmby&Chi. 

Bngl&Bmby 

China 

Bmby&Chi. 

China 

Coast&Bay 

China 

Coast &Bay 

China 

China 

At home 

India 

Coast&Chi, 

Bengal 

Bmby&Chi. 

China 

Bombay 

Bmby&Chi. 

Bengal 

StHel.Benc. 
and China 


When 

Sailed. 


1800 
May 2 / 

Mar, 


27 1 
. 17 2 


1800 


Jan. 

May 

May 

170 

Sept. 


27 

1708 
. 14 
1800 

May 27 


2 
2 

1 

2 
2 
1 
2 
6 
<3 
3 
8 

3 

1709 
Nov. 20 1 
1800 
Mar. 17 1 

June 28 2 

Jan. 7 2 

May 27 4 

6 

2 

4 


1800 

Jjn. 7 


Sept. 15 
1700 

April 2 u 


Voy. 

































LIST OF INDIA SHIPS. 


Ships. 

Commnders 

Tons. 

Where 

Buiit. 

Whcnj 

Managing 

Owners. 

Where Bound. 

When j 
Sailed. | 

O 

> 








1S00 


Hawke 

D B Baker 

799 

River 

86 

H Boulton 

Madras 

Sept. 5 

6 

Henry Add- 

W’kefield 

1200 

River 

00 

Sir A Ham 

Bmby&Chi. 


l 

ington s£. 





ilton 




i— Dundas 

c r 

Caruthers 

1200 

River 

86 

T. Newte 

Bengal 


6 

Hindostan 
« r 

G. Millett 

1248 

River 

96 

Williams 

Coast A. Chi. 


3 

Hope 

Ilomcastl 

1200 

River 

90 

A. Hume 

Coast&Clii. 


3 

s.C. 







1799 


Houghton 

J. Rees 

778 

River 

82 

J. Rees 

Bombay 

Sept. 6 

7 

s.C. 






to rem, inlndia 

1800 


Hugh Inglis 
sX. 

W Fairfax 

820 

River 

99 

M. White 

StHel&Chi. 

May 3 

1 

Kent 

s C 

Rivington 

820 

River 

99 

Bonham 

Bngl&Bncol 

May 3 

1 

Lady Burges 
s £ 

ASwinton 

820 

River 

99 

J. Prinsep 

Coast&Chi. 

Mar. 17 

1 

—Jane Dun 

H Lindsay 

820 

River 

99 RWigram 

Bengal 

May 2 / 

1 

das s.C. 









Lord Dun¬ 

G Saltwell 

830 

River 

98 

Woolmor 

At home 


2 

can s.C. 









— Hawkes- 

Donaldsn 

803 

River 

87 

W. Fraser 

Bombay 


6 

bury s.C. 







1800 


—Nelson 

s.C. 

Spottiswd 

819 

River 

99 

Charnock 

Coast&Chi. 

Mar. 17 

1 

— Thurlow 

Thomson 

805 

River 

89 

WMoffatt 

Coast&Bay 


6 

s.C. 







1800 


—Walsing- 

T. Smales 

56l 

Yrmh 

86 R.Holbert 

Bengal 

June 28 

6 

ham s.C. 









Marquis We 

BMitchell 

818 

River 

99 Cleland 

Coast&Chi. 

Mar. 17 

1 

Uesley s.C. 









Neptune 

s.C. 

N.Spens 

1200 

River 

96 ,W. Fraser 

China 

May 1 ; 

2 

Nottingham 

*.C 

J. Barfoot 

1152 

River 

86 

T. Curtis 

Bmby&Chi. 


5 

Ocean 

A. Patton 

1200 

River 

00 

W Fraser. 

Bmby&Chi. 


1 

s.C. 







1800 


Phoenix 

s.C. 

WMoffatt 

800 

River 

87 

WMoffatt 

Bngl^Bmby 

May 27 

6 

Preston 

TGMurry 

6 7 i 

River 

98 

Hamilton 

Bengal 


2 

s.C. 







1 BOO 


Prince Willi 

R. Basket 

803 

River 

87 

W. Fraser 

Madras 

Sept. 5 

6 

amllcnry s.C. 









PrincessCha 

C. Prescot 

6 l 0 

River 

96 

PMestner 

Coast &Mo- 


3 

rlottc s.C, 






1 luccas 





































LIST OF INDIA SHIPS. 


Ships. 


n r -r (Where I - 

ComitiDKfs Tons* D . ,r* 

| Built, |£ 


’S? i**-*--. 


i. 


-ry s.C 
Queen 

s.C. 


J Timm ns: 494 Qubc 


f 


When U 
Sailed. !*t 


1/99 


Princess Ma J. Nash [ 402 River 96 W. White StHel&Bngl Nov. 20 2 


{ 

95 Char nock Bengal 


1/97 
June 5\5 
isoo 


Rockinghm Harriman! 798 River 85 RWigram Mdrs&Bngl Slay 2/ 7 

s.C. I I | I I 179S | 

RoyalCharl- W. Roper 1251 River 96 Clements ,Bmby&Chi. Sept. 14, 2 


s.C. 


I 


Sir Edward'Urmston , 957 India j6/ Co.’s Ship Madras 
Hughes s.C.j I | | j 

Sir Stephen G. Gooch ! 60S River 96 P.Mestaer Coast&Bay 
Lushingtns.C.I 

Swallow J. Luard | 345 Bmby 65 Co.’s Pckt China 
• C.( ! ! . -| ( | 

rauntonCas T. Pierce .1199 River 90 P. Esdaile China 

tie s C.( j | | 

Tellicherry jS. Baker j 465 River I 96 J. StBarbe Bengal 


s.C. 


I I 


Thames jWilliams 1200River 96Chapman Bmby&:Chi. 

Coast&Chi. 


1600 
Sept. 5 7 


1799 

Sept. 6 


.11 fj 

ark 1198 River 90 1 RWigram 


True Briton j W S Clark 

s.C.| , 1 I | 

WalmerCas Bonham 11205 River 96 J. Larkins 


tie 


s.C.! 


! 


Walnole iC.Venner' 820 River 98'Anderson 
! ‘ s.C.i j | 

jWalthamst-jWMoney! 820 River 


J cw 
■Warlcy 

1 ' 


S.C 


! 

iH.Wilson 1200 River 


v.c.; 


Woodford J. Martin 11 SO River 


Worcester 'J. Hail 
! "••C.i 


i 7Q6 River 

l ‘ i 


99 RWigram 
96 H Boulton 


Bmby&Chi. 
Coast k Bay 
Coast&Chi. 
China 


isoo 

June 28 
179s 

Oct. 4 ' 2 


1799 

April 2 2 


(/) R. Preston China 

I : 

85 H Boulton Bombay 

i 


1600 j 

Mar. 17 1 



































LIST OF INDIA SHIPS. 


XEIV SHIPS 

NOT NAMED, VOYAGES APPOINTED. 


Ships 

Commnders 

rr \\ here 

Ton>. , 

Built 

5 

Managing ' ere B()un|1 j 

Owners. 

When 1 
Sailed. J 

1 x 
> 

1 

T Graham 

i 

818 River 

1 

i 

1 

i 

i 

00 

1 | 
RWigram'StHcl.Rngal 

iindBencolen 1 

i 

J 

I 

1 
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